


Welcome to our Virtual Hearts on Fire! 
We are very grateful for your presence with us in our 123rd year as we 

celebrate God’s countless blessings upon the Jesuit Retreat Center and 

those who have come here since our founding in 1898. 

While we are not “under the tent” with the joyful presence of family 

and friends, we are still blessed to be connected to one another in 

spirit and hope for an evening of grateful remembrance and collective 

care for JRC. 

This evening we honor three people with the Ignatian Spirituality 

Award. This award recognizes a person who has embraced the graces 

of the Spiritual Exercises and brought the rich heritage of Ignatian 

spirituality more fully into our world. Jean Sullivan, Fr. Jim Von Tobel, 

SJ and Fr. John Vrana have been an inspiring witness of God’s love and 

Ignatian spiritualty. They have made a profound impact on people they 

have served throughout their lives, and in particular in their ministries 

at Church of the Gesu, Church of St. Dominic, the Catholic Diocese of 

Cleveland, and Jesuit Retreat Center. We are ever grateful for the 

presence of these honorees in our lives and offer our heartfelt 

appreciation.  

As always, Hearts on Fire would not be possible without the financial 

support of our sponsors and underwriters, our Board of Directors, the 

work of our dedicated staff, and our partner organizations in bringing 

this unique event to life. We are blessed by their creativity, vision, and 

determination to make this a great evening for you, and we thank them 

for their work.  

On a personal level, this is an evening of much emotion for me as I 

lead my last Hearts on Fire event over 7 years and prepare for my 

retirement on June 30.  In the words of St. Paul: “I give thanks to my 

God at every remembrance of you, praying always with joy in my every 

prayer for all of you.”    



 

Welcome and Opening Prayer 

Looking back on the JRC story 

Ignatian Spirituality Award—Fr. John Vrana 

Stories of JRC in the lives of people today 

Ignatian Spirituality Award—Jean Sullivan 

Ignatian Spirituality Award—Fr. Jim Von Tobel, SJ 

Fund-a-Need to renovate our Gateway Entrance 

Hope and Vision for the JRC Future 

Thanks to Our Sponsors 

Closing Prayer 

Flow of Our Evening 

On behalf of those we serve, thank you for your care, prayers and 

financial support which make a lasting difference in the lives of all 

who come to our place of peace. In the spirit of our theme for tonight, 

“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” (Isaiah 40:31), 

with God’s grace we are moving forward together to bring forth a 

flourishing era at JRC.  

We hope you have an inspiring evening!  

Blessings of abundant life and hope in all that is to come,  

Rick Krivanka, 

Executive Director  



Hearts on Fire 
Celebrating what we have done together  

Diamond Presenting Sponsorship 

Chris & Sara Connor 

Bill & Laura Koeblitz 

Bob & Kris Linton 

Gold Sponsorship 

George & Lora Blaha 

Peter & Rita Carfagna & The Lake County Captains 

Kathy & Ralph Dise (BudgetEase and Dise & Company ) 

Susie Brooks Murphy 

John & Barbara Schubert 

Silver Sponsorship 

Ancora Advisors (Fred DiSanto) 

Mark & Carol Bachmann 

Ann Ertle & Greg Shirk 

Bob & Mary Hager 

Rich & Julie Jerdonek 

Barbara Carroll LaRose 

St. Ignatius High School 

John & Jean Sullivan 

Walsh Jesuit High School & The Walsh Jesuit Community 



Altercare Integrated Health Services (Jerry Schroer) 

Church of the Gesu 

Dan & Liz Cotter 

Frank & Wendy DeSantis 

Jack & Elaine Drage 

Pleasant Valley Corporation (Gino & Barbara Faciana) 

Mike & Julie Ferkovic 

Thomas Fraser & Diane Michutka Fraser 

Kevin & Nancy Gladstone 

Kevin & LuAnn Hinkel & Frantz Ward, LLP 

Dr. John Hudec, D.D.S. 

Rick & Barbara Krivanka 

Jeffrey & Janet Leitch 

James & Laura Mazzella 

Jackie & Greg McDermott 

Joe & Bonnie Metz 

Dave & Jenny Pratt 

Schell House Jesuit Community 

Betty Skerl 

Jessica Wrobleski 

Red Carpet Table Sponsorship 



Bronze Sponsorship  

CBIZ Retirement Plan Services (Jack Lupica)  

Diane Clemens 

Ret. Hon. Colleen Conway Cooney & John G. Cooney 

Larry & Rosemary Faulhaber 

First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association 

Goldberg, Quill & Associates, LLC 

Bill Hobbs 

John Carroll University Mission & Identity (Ed Peck) 

Vid Lutz 

Amy McKenna 

Tim & Nancy Rowell 

Priscilla M. Shields 

Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine 

Sisters of the Incarnate Word 

Western Reserve Trust Company 



Board of Directors 

Robert F. Linton, Jr., J.D., Chair 

David Pratt, Vice Chair 

Fr. Fred Benda, SJ 

Kathy Dise 

Ann Ertle 

Michael Ferkovic, CPA 

Diane Michutka Fraser 

Robert Hager, J.D. 

Sr. Rita Mary Harwood, SND 

William Karnatz, Jr., J.D. 

Barbara Carroll LaRose 

Jackie McDermott 

Fr. Tom Pipp, SJ 

Matthew Pullar 

Fr. Ken Styles, SJ 

Jessica A. Wrobleski, Ph.D. 

Jordan C. Skarr - USA Midwest Province 

Rick Krivanka - Executive Director 

Bill Hobbs - Associate Director 



Jean Sullivan 

 

Born in Lorain, Jean was raised in a Catholic 

household. Her childhood memories include 

walking to her neighborhood parish for liturgical 

celebrations. While in high school CCD 

(Confraternity of Christian Doctrine) classes, her 

teacher recommended the Diocesan "Search” 

Retreat, that marked the beginning of her lifelong 

enthusiasm for retreats. 

Jean completed a Master’s degree in psychiatric nursing. Every morning 

before work she prayed St. Teresa of Calcutta’s prayer, “Joy is a net by 

which we can catch souls.” Jean and John married in 1981 and have 

three children, Stephen now 34, Andrew now 32, and Margo now 30. 

While her sons were at St. Ignatius High School, Jean attended the eight-

week Ignatian “Spirituality Program for Adults,” and the Nineteenth 

Annotation. Her desire to bring Ignatian spirituality to her parish was 

quickly realized. Supported and guided by their pastor Fr. Tom Fanta, 

Rita Carfagna and Jean directed the first east side parish-based eight 

week “Praying with St. Ignatius” retreat at St. Dominic parish. 

Jean continued to lead parish Ignatian retreats while completing the 

Ignatian Spirituality Institute at John Carroll University. She worked 

with Martha Campbell at JRC for several years on a team that took 

Ignatian spirituality to sixty parishes in our diocese. During those days 

much dedication was put into coordinating two fall and two spring eight

-week retreats, one on each side of town. 

During that time, Jean also helped people who called the Jesuit Retreat 

Center to find a Spiritual Director.  

Being on an eight-day silent retreat at JRC remains a grace-filled 

milestone on Jean’s spiritual journey. She enjoys participating in the 

JRC’s “Food for the Journey” programs led by Martha Campbell. A silver 

lining during the COVID19 pandemic is that she is able to participate in 

JRC programs via zoom while she and John winter in Florida. Even 

though the COVID19 pandemic has prevented her from her volunteer 

work at the Cleveland LGBT center, she makes weekly support calls to 

one of the elder members of the sage group. This June, Jean and John 

will celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary. 



Fr. John Vrana 

 

Fr. John Vrana was born and lived with his 

parents and two sisters on the Westside of 

Cleveland. Even at an early age he attended Mass 

with his parents and sisters. He was fascinated 

and drawn to the beauty and awesomeness of the 

Mass. At home he would play “priest” and say 

Mass for his sisters on the piano bench in the 

living room. He became an altar boy in the fifth 

grade and continued through to the eighth grade. At that point the 

parish priest invited the boys to visit the newly established Borromeo 

Seminary High School. He was captivated by the experience and told his 

parents he was interested in attending. They consulted with the Pastor 

who approved. John entered the seminary as a high school freshman 

and continued steadily through to his ordination twelve years later.  

His first two years in a parish were exciting as the Church of Vatican II 

brought new life. In a flash it all changed when he was summoned by 

the bishop and told that he was being sent to graduate school in Ottawa 

for further studies and for preparation to teach in the seminary. After a 

few years of teaching he was sent to the Catholic University in Louvain 

(Belgium) for a doctorate degree.  

When he returned to teaching at the seminary he also began serving as a 

Spiritual Director for students who were involved with the Charismatic 

Renewal.  

Eventually he was appointed as the seminary Spiritual Director and the 

bishop’s representative to the Charismatic Renewal. These experiences 

took him to several parishes where he would give presentations and 

encourage people to undertake regular spiritual direction. All of this 

brought him to experience for himself the thirty day Spiritual Exercises 

of St. Ignatius and, eventually, to a long relationship of learning and 

service at the Jesuit Retreat Center, for which he is eternally grateful.  



Fr. Jim Von Tobel, S.J. 
 

Fr. Jim Von Tobel S.J. was born in 1936 in Detroit. He 

graduated from the University of Detroit Jesuit High 

School in 1954 and entered the Society of Jesus.  He 

was ordained a priest in 1967 and professed his final 

vows as a Jesuit in 1973.  

Fr. Von Tobel's gifts were many and he was regularly 

called upon to share them in service to the Society of 

Jesus and the Church. He served in provincial 

administration for the Jesuits, as the socius (chief of 

staff) to the provincial, assistant to the director of novices, vocation 

director, formation director, and development director. He served in high 

school administration at St. Ignatius High School in the mid-1970’s 

including as principal from 1975-1977. 

His real love was pastoral work. In addition to his service as pastor at 

Church of the Gesu from 2000-2006 and in his final years as interim pastor 

in 2015-2016, he also assisted in the Dioceses of Winona, WI, and Gaylord, 

MI, where he was sent by local bishops to administer parishes on an 

interim basis.  

Fr. Jim — known by many as "VT" — was a wonderful Jesuit: available and 

easily mission-able. He was always willing to go where the need was 

greatest and spent much of his life caring for both Jesuits and 

parishioners. His care and concern for others was omnipresent and 

shown with great wisdom, humility, and humor. This is why he was so 

often missioned to internal governance in the Society and to pastoral 

ministry in parishes. He was a great listener who made people feel 

comfortable and at ease through his good humor and infectious laughter. 

He loved engaging people around the table — whether going to a good 

restaurant or cooking up a not-so-small feast.  

He brought people to God through his homilies and at the altar in the 

many parishes in which he ministered. A number of people have 

expressed with much gratitude: “He was the best homilist I have ever 

heard." He loved being present to people at the major events in their lives: 

marriages, births, anniversaries, and deaths.  

Throughout his life, Fr. Von Tobel was an avid golfer. He was getting 

ready to go golfing when he collapsed suddenly at Villa Marquette in 

Omena, Mich., one of his favorite places on earth, and died on September 

23, 2016. His words and witness live on in our hearts.  



Past Honorees 
2019 - Fr. Jim King, S.J., Janet Lehane, Fr. Clem Metzger, S.J.  

2018 - Fr. Casey Bukala, S.J., Martha Campbell, Brian Dean, Bob Hager  

2017 - Barbara Leggott, Bill Head and Fr. Tom Schubeck, S.J.  

2016 - Fr. Donald J. Petkash, S.J. and Jeffrey and Janet Leitch  

2015 - Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, SC, Susan B. Murphy and  

V. Rev. Timothy P. Kesicki, S.J. 

2014 - Sr. Rita Mary Harwood, SND, Karl Ertle and  

Fr. John Dister, S.J. 

2013 - Peggy Finucane, Ph.D., James E. Skerl and Paul D. Lumsden 

2012 -  Fr. James Riley, S.J., Paula Fitzgerald, Jodie Bowers  

and Augie Pacetti 

2011 - Richard Jerdonek and Joan Nuth, Ph.D. 

2010 - Daniel B. Cotter and Fr. Jack White, S.J. 

2009 - Betty Skerl and Fr. Robert Welsh, S.J. 

2007 - Rita Carfagna and Fr. Howard Gray, S.J. 

2006 - Detroit Province and Fr. Jim Lewis, S.J. 

2005 - Carol and Charles A. Rini, Sr. 

2004 - Louisa Celebrezze 

2003 - Fr. Tom Gedeon, S.J. 

Special Thanks:  

Cleveland Menu  

Papertape Media 

Qwestcom Graphics Inc 

River Valley Films 

Rock The House Entertainment Group 

 









Being human is a guest house… 
Welcome all… Invite all in… 

Be grateful for whatever comes… 
Each has been sent as a guide. 

                                         - J. Rumi 
 

Thank you JESUIT RETREAT CENTER 
for being a guest house to me, 

to my family, to all of us, 
for so many years. 

 
Thank you Rick Krivanka 

for your welcoming presence, 
for your thoughtful and inspired leadership, 

and for your light-hearted spirit! 
 

Peace and joy! 
Jean and John Sullivan 





 

Thank you  

Jesuit Retreat Center  

for all you do.   

 

Rick, have a wonderful 
retirement.   

 

Kathy & Ralph Dise 







 

 

 

Congratulations 

Honorees 

Jean Sullivan 

Fr. John Vrana 

Fr. Jim Von Tobel, SJ  
(posthumously)  

 





Rick Krivanka, 

With gratitude for your devotion to 

the Jesuit Retreat Center, we wish 

you and Barb good health in 

retirement and many fun times with 

your growing family 

John and Barbara Schubert 





George and Lora Blaha  

Congratulations 
Jesuit Retreat Center 

and 
Honorees 

Jean Sullivan 

Fr. John Vrana 

Fr. Jim Von Tobel, SJ  
(posthumously)  



Rick, Retirement is a new beginning… 
Many Blessings as you begin yours. 

Dan Day 
Joanne Porvaznik 

and the Qwestcom Team 



In honor of Jean Sullivan:    

The Jesuit Retreat Center is stronger 

and more vibrant because of you. You 

made a big impact on the Parish 

Outreach Program. Thanks for all 

your hard work. 

 

Best Wishes,  

Laura and Gerry Ramella 



CELEBRATING  
JEAN SULLIVAN!  

"Woman for Others" and 
our Friend ... 

Margaret, Martha, Janet,  
Claudette and Joan 




