IGNATIAN CURRENTS
What’s Your Cannonball?
May 21 - 22
Presented by Fr. Jim Conroy, SJ
Visit our website
for more details and to register

SUMMER INDIVIDUALLY
DIRECTED RETREATS
Weekend, 8-Day and 30-Day
retreats are available
Visit our website to register

WALKING THE SACRED PATH
Come pray and walk the labyrinth
in the JRC meadow
Visit our website for more details

JESUIT RETREAT CENTER
5629 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
(440) 884-9300
info@jesuitretreatcenter.org
www.jesuitretreatcenter.org

SUMMER 2021

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends of Jesuit Retreat Center,

Summer, 2021

I write my last letter for our newsletter with deep gratitude for countless
cherished memories. I will be retiring from my position as Executive
Director at the Jesuit Retreat Center on June 30. Given the beginning of
my full-time service on July 1, 2014, I will have completed 7 years in this
role, the terms for the first two directors of this century whose legacy
I built upon, Fr. Clem Metzger, SJ and Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, SC.
I am very honored to have served as Executive Director at JRC and blessed to share in an era
of remarkable life, growth and transformation in the witness of our mission and ministry.
This is only possible through the extensive collaboration with our very dedicated and gifted
past and present staff, Board members, benefactors, retreatants and partner organizations
– no words can ever thank them enough!
I informed our Board of my decision in January so that we would have time to initiate a
well-planned transition over 6 months. This was made possible with the hiring of Bill Hobbs
as Associate Director in January of 2020, someone we envisioned as an ideal person to step in
at the right time as the next Executive Director. Bill will have served 18 months at JRC when
he begins this new role on July 1. He brings over 30 years of outstanding leadership and
service with Ignatian spirituality and Jesuit institutions. Bill together with our Board and
staff will lead an ever life-giving and transforming era at JRC.
We will have a new full-time Jesuit priest to serve on our leadership and ministry team.
Fr. Paul O’Connor, SJ will begin his service at JRC on July 6. He made his first Kairos retreat at
JRC while attending St. Ignatius HS and notes: “My heart was set on fire, and Kairos changed
my life forever.” We are very thankful for the interim service provided by Fr. Greg Hyde, SJ,
Parochial Vicar at Church of the Gesu.
As we live into the next chapters of our lives, I pray we will each embrace the daily blessings
in finding God in all things and enter into God’s deepening life in each of us.

Rick Krivanka, Executive Director
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“I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of
you, praying always with joy in my every prayer for
all of you, because of your partnership for the Gospel
from the first day until now.”
- Philippians 1:3-5

Bill Hobbs - Associate Director

Tom Hornberger - Director of Physical Plant

Mary Jo Lupica - CFO / Business Manager

Mary Minnillo - Food Service Manager

Amanda Zima - Development Director

Gale Petrizzo - Guestmaster

Kevin Gladstone - Director of Major Gifts

Catherine McManus - Art & Digital Marketing Director

Reflection and
Gratitude
How JRC helped me
deepen my knowledge
of myself, and of God
by Bella Statnick
JCU class of 2021

The JRC has been a light in my life; and I am grateful to
have the opportunity to share my experience with you.
Growing up in Catholic Schools my whole life, I went
through the motions every week, and had a hard time
understanding what being Catholic meant to me. I was
the student that failed her religion tests and constantly
questioned her religion teacher. It wasn’t until I attended
my first retreat at the JRC with John Carroll University
that everything started to click. I was introduced
to Ignatian Spirituality; and ever since then, I have
felt at home. I learned to talk with God as a friend;
and that God deals directly with each of us. My
prayer life and relationship with God changed; and
the spiritual exercises showed me the importance of
becoming more fully myself.
My senior year of college has been one of reflection
and gratitude. As I look back at my four years, I see
how the JRC has played a large role in who I am
today. I have made countless retreats at the JRC; and
since the first time I stepped foot on the grounds, it
has been a special place for me. When the pandemic
hit, I found myself thinking back to those moments
at the JRC and hoping to have one more retreat
experience before I head off to a year of service
in August. That moment came in January when
John Carroll University provided an opportunity for
students to attend an 8-Day silent directed retreat.
As I made the usual left hand turn into the grounds of
the JRC, tears began to well in my eyes.

After ten months of chaos and loss, I was finally back
at the place that has been a source of hope and light
over the past 4 years of college. As I drove up the
winding road, memories of my retreat experiences
came rushing back. This place was a place where I
grew, a place where I encountered God in the most
unexpected ways, and a place that held me through
the hardest of times. It had been ten months since
chaos hit and the world began to feel dark…
ten months of feeling distanced from God and
angry at all the loss. As I began digging into the
depths of my heart in order to unpack the pain of the
pandemic, I discovered that Jesus met me there with
his love and grace. As I sat in the Martyr’s Chapel at
the foot of the cross, I began to hand over my pain
and, once again, to see myself as God sees me. Once
I recognized God’s heart beating within me, the world
seemed different. With every step I took around the
beautiful grounds of the JRC, I could see and feel
God’s presence within me - even more than I had
before. It was in the silence of my 8-Day retreat where
the beauty of the JRC came alive and the Ignatian
principle of “God in all things” became obvious.
My memories of the Jesuit Retreat Center serve as a
reminder to seek God every day; and look for God in
all things. The Jesuit Retreat Center is a place where
I became more myself; and came to know Jesus in a
deeper, more profound way. I hope and pray that the
JRC can be a place where you can encounter God and
begin to see yourself the way God sees you.
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PROGRAMS & RETREATS

To register for any of the
please visit www.jesuitretreatce
5/4
&
5/18

AN EVENING OF PEACE FOR PEACEMAKERS: A SPIRITUAL RETREAT
FOR POLICE OFFICERS, TROOPERS AND SHERIFFS DEPUTIES
(CURRENT, FORMER AND RETIRED)
Tuesday, May 4, 6:00 - 8:30pm and Tuesday, May 18, 6:00 - 8:30pm
A wonderful opportunity to search our souls to find light in darkness, peace in
disorder, hope in uncertainty and God in all. Six different thought-provoking
presenters over two evenings. May 4: Ari Wolf, Rick Maruniak, Father John Betters.
May 18: Bill Healy, Cliff & Linda Kime, Rev. Anita. $20/session

5/17

CINEMA AND CONVERSATION: FATIMA
Monday, May 17, 7:00pm
We continue our movie nights with the 2020 film, Fatima. Due to COVID social
distancing, please make a reservation and wear a mask. Free Will Offering

5/21 5/22

IGNATIAN CURRENTS: WHAT’S YOUR CANNONBALL?
Friday, May 21, 7:00pm - Saturday May 22, 5:00pm
Presented by Fr. Jim Conroy, SJ
Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org for more information and registration options.

5/24 5/31

8-DAY SUMMER INDIVIDUALLY DIRECTED RETREAT (IDR)
Monday, May 24, 5:00pm - Monday, May 31, 1:00pm
Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org for more information and to register. $695

5/25 6/26

FIRST SPIRITUAL EXERCISES:
INNER PEACE IN FRIENDSHIP WITH JESUS - VIRTUAL PROGRAM
(Orientation and Introduction – Tuesday, May 25, 7:00pm)
Saturdays: June 5 - June 26, 10:00 - 11:30am
We draw upon The First Spiritual Exercises, by Australian Jesuit retreat director
Michael Hansen, SJ, which presents four different retreats on inner peace. “Inner
Peace in Friendship with Jesus” is about not just the imitation of Christ, but also a
friendship born of two people having the same desires & working together. $100

5/28 5/30

WEEKEND SUMMER INDIVIDUALLY DIRECTED RETREAT (IDR)
Friday, May 28, 5:30pm - Sunday, May 30, 1:00pm
Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org for more information and to register. $250
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MAY - AUGUST 2021

e programs listed below,
enter.org or call 440-884-9300
6/11 6/12

CREATIVE EXPRESSION FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Friday, June 11, 5:30pm - Saturday, June 12, 4:30pm
Presented by Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, SC and Barbara Hubbell
Building on the two previous Creative Expression retreats, although not a
prerequisite, we will again be using a prayer journal, collage and other art media
as a means of deepening our own spirituality. $135 (includes $25 art supplies fee)

6/20

WALKING THE SACRED PATH
Sunday, June 20, 3:00 - 10:00pm
As we mark the turn of the seasons with the summer solstice, we invite you to
come pray and meditate as you walk our (temporary) labyrinth in the JRC meadow.
A labyrinth walk can represent a life journey, a pilgrimage to a sacred place, or a
prayer path that leads us to God. It invites you into intentional prayer for yourself,
for family or friends, for our world or our local community. Free

6/28

CINEMA AND CONVERSATION: NOMADLAND
Monday, June 28, 7:00pm
We continue our movie nights with the 2020 film, Nomadland. Due to COVID social
distancing, please make a reservation and wear a mask. Free Will Offering

7/1 7/31

THE FULL SPIRITUAL EXERCISES: THIRTY DAY SILENT RETREAT
Thursday, July 1, 5:30pm - Saturday, July 31, 1:00pm
JRC offers the full Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius (30-day silent retreat) each
summer during the month of July. The Exercises can be helpful for someone making
a decision – whether it is a vocational choice, a decision regarding one’s current way
of life, or pertaining to a period of transition. It is also an excellent experience for
anyone in a time of renewal or sabbatical, or for anyone who desires to deepen
their relationship with God. Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org

7/5 8/23

TEILHARD DE CHARDIN, SJ, HIS LIFE & LEGACY: A VIRTUAL PROGRAM
Mondays: July 5 - August 23, 7:00 - 8:15pm
Presented by Mike Reiling M.Ed.
This 8 session Teilhard virtual program details the significance of Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin (1881-1955) for 21st century life. His personal story, valuable and lasting
insights into evolution and spirituality will be examined as well as his continuing
influence on contemporaries such as theologian Ilia Delio and evolutionary
biologist David Sloan Wilson. $65
5

PROGRAMS & RETREATS
To register for any of the programs listed below,
please visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org or call 440-884-9300
7/6 7/13

8-DAY SUMMER INDIVIDUALLY DIRECTED RETREAT (IDR)
Tuesday, July 6, 5:00pm - Tuesday, July 13, 1:00pm
Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org for more information and to register. $695

7/9 7/11

WEEKEND SUMMER INDIVIDUALLY DIRECTED RETREAT (IDR)
Friday, July 9, 5:30pm - Sunday, July 11, 1:00pm
Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org for more information and to register. $250

7/19

CINEMA AND CONVERSATION: THE TWO POPES
Monday, July 19, 7:00pm
We continue our movie nights with the 2019 film, The Two Popes. Due to COVID
social distancing, please make a reservation and wear a mask. Free Will Offering

7/31

IGNATIUS IN THE MEADOW: FEATURING LIVE MUSIC FROM THE CLAMS
Saturday, July 31, 6:30 - 8:30pm
Celebrate the feast of St. Ignatius on our beautiful grounds! Enjoy live music by
The Clams, with Tina Facca-Miess, and fun family activities. Free Will Offering

8/13 8/15

WEEKEND SUMMER INDIVIDUALLY DIRECTED RETREAT (IDR)
Friday, August 13, 5:30pm - Sunday, August 15, 1:00pm
Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org for more information and to register. $250

8/13 8/20

8-DAY SUMMER INDIVIDUALLY DIRECTED RETREAT (IDR)
Friday, August 13, 5:30pm - Friday, August 20, 1:00pm
Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org for more information and to register. $695

8/27 8/29

WEEKEND SUMMER INDIVIDUALLY DIRECTED RETREAT (IDR)
Friday, August 27, 5:30pm - Sunday, August 29, 1:00pm
Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org for more information and to register. $250
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PRE-CANA DAYS

MORNING PRAYER FOR WOMEN

August 15, September 19,
October 17, November 21
12:45 – 7:30pm
$100/couple

May 17, June 21,
July 19, September 20
9:30 – 11:00am
$10

Spiritual Direction at JRC
Spiritual Direction is a ministry of holy listening in which a
person meets with a director on a regular basis. Spiritual
directors accompany individuals on their spiritual journey as it
unfolds in the individual’s life and circumstances, helping them
discern God’s invitation(s), and uncover what may promote or
inhibit their growth in God. All spiritual directors affiliated with
JRC are certified and many have been trained through the
Ignatian Spirituality Institute at John Carroll University.
If you wish to discuss spiritual direction or be placed in contact
with our coordinator of Spiritual Directors, please contact Bill
Hobbs (bhobbs@jesuitretreatcenter.org). Directors may meet
with individuals at JRC or other mutually agreeable location.

IDRs and Private Retreats
Since 1898, the grounds of Jesuit Retreat Center have provided spiritual peace
for people looking to deepen their relationship with God. Now, perhaps more
than ever, the sacred space of JRC is a vital gift to Northeast Ohio.
Individually Directed Retreats are a time of sacred silence, an invitation to
step away from the pressures and demands of daily responsibilities, and an
opportunity for sustained personal prayer. These retreats are ideal for anyone
seeking to explore or deepen one’s relationship with God and take the next
step in his or her spiritual journey.
See our currently scheduled IDRs or contact us at
www.jesuitretreatcenter.org

Recovery Retreats at JRC
Jesuit Retreat Center has been a sanctuary for those walking the steps of
recovery since Alcoholics Anonymous was founded in nearby Akron, Ohio
in 1935.
A Recovery Retreat at Jesuit Retreat Center is a time to nurture
your serenity and find the strength to work the steps of recovery.
The weekend includes presentations and 5 meals.
See our currently scheduled Recovery Retreats at
www.jesuitretreatcenter.org
Limited scholarship assistance is available.
Email Bill Hobbs at bhobbs@jesuitretreatcenter.org for more information.
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5629 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
(440) 884-9300
www.jesuitretreatcenter.org

Ways to Give
Your support of Jesuit Retreat Center enables us to continue our 123 year legacy of being a place of peace for all who
come here.
Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org/support-us/donate to make a recurring or one-time donation towards our
Annual Fund or our new Arrupe Fund, which provides financial assistance for those in need who attend our retreats.
Contact Amanda Zima at azima@jesuitretreatcenter.org or 440.884.9300 Ext 322 for more information.

In Loving Memory
In a special way we remember our friends who have gone home to the Lord. We remember & pray for Florence DiNallo,
Margie Grace, Pete Irmiter, Fr. Bill Karg, Dorothy A. Kazel, Joe Leonard, Fr. Jim Lewis, SJ, Irwin Carl Miller, Mary O’Hearn,
Mary Lou O’Malley, Ralph Rath Jr., Fr. Jim Riley, SJ, Christopher Shuster, Marge Svancara and Bob Zunt. Please let us know
when you lose a loved one, and we will add them to our prayer intentions.

Prayer Requests
You are always welcome to send us your prayer requests via our website: www.jesuitretreatcenter.org/prayer-requests

Our Mission
Jesuit Retreat Center
provides opportunities
for reflection, prayer,
and discernment,
Rooted in the Gospel
of Jesus Christ,
Inspired by the
spirituality of
St. Ignatius,
Centered in a beautiful
sacred setting,
To help all people
respond to God’s
loving invitation
into their lives.

Jesuit Retreat Center Staff Announcements

Fr. Paul O’Connor, SJ attended St. Raphael School in Bay Village
and then St. Ignatius HS. As a Jesuit he has served at Walsh
Jesuit HS and St. Xavier HS as a teacher, in Mission & Identity,
and as a spiritual director and retreat leader. He also brings
experience in ministry with the homeless and caregiver ministry.

Prior to arriving at JRC in January 2020, Bill Hobbs, the new
Executive Director, served three decades in education including
time as a Jesuit high school Principal and President, and Vice
President of the Jesuit Schools Network office. Involved in
Ignatian Leadership, Spirituality, and Social Justice on a number
of levels, Bill was a core team member for the Ignatian
Spirituality Project in Washington, DC and was Board Chair
of the Ignatian Solidarity Network.

