60 MINUTES FROM BELFAST
Our monthly virtual prayer and
chats with our friends from
Northern Ireland continue!
Page: 4

VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING
See inside for a number of
online programs and retreats!
Visit our website to register

SAVE THE DATE!
8 and 30 Day Summer
Individually Directed Retreats
Visit our website for more details

JESUIT RETREAT CENTER
5629 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
(440) 884-9300
info@jesuitretreatcenter.org
www.jesuitretreatcenter.org
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The Ultimate
Rebalance

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends of Jesuit Retreat Center,

Winter, 2021

It is hard to find the words to describe a year of so much shared struggle and change as
well as care and connection across our country and our world. We pray that given all that
we have seen and heard, we will emerge in 2021 with a deeper awareness of our shared
humanity and all that needs our care and compassion.
We can now see the light at the end of the pandemic tunnel and look forward to a
flourishing time of retreats and programs later in 2021. We will build upon the best years
JRC ever had in the numbers of people served prior to COVID-19. But we know that the
coming months are also not unlike a marathon: the finish line awaits but the final miles
can be the most difficult.
At JRC, we are grateful to have safely provided onsite retreats from June into December,
ending with an 8-day silent directed retreat for 23 Holy Cross seminarians and brothers
from the University of Notre Dame. It was a very uplifting spiritual experience for all,
and much care was given to health and safety protocols. We continue to increase our
virtual programs and provide a limited number of onsite retreats.
In December we bid farewell to Fr. Jim Shea SJ who arrived in August and will enter his
tertianship formation in Oregon. His holy and gracious presence, and his prayers, talks
and homilies will be an ever-inspiring memory at JRC. You can see Fr. Jim’s Advent talk
on the movie It’s a Wonderful Life and his final Mass at JRC, for Christmas Eve, on our
website. Fr. Greg Hyde SJ, parochial vicar at Gesu Parish, and Fr. Tom Pipp SJ, rector of
the Jesuit community at Schell House/John Carroll University, will be serving at JRC for
retreat and sacramental ministry and spiritual direction on an interim basis.
February 5 will mark the 30th anniversary of the death of Fr. Pedro Arrupe SJ. He made
his tertianship year at JRC in 1937 and went on to become 28th Superior General of
the Jesuits from 1965-1983, a time of great change in the Church and the world. In his
memory we will be establishing the Arrupe Fund to provide financial assistance for all
people in need to attend a retreat, as a growing umbrella fund that will include our
Angel Fund and Gal’s Pals Fund for AA retreats.
On the last page we offer an update on discerning the way forward with our major
annual May fundraiser.
We are deeply grateful for all that you do to support JRC in your prayers, your presence
at our retreats, and your generosity. All that we do is made possible through your care
and support.
May the new year be blessed with a profound renewal of hope and life.

Rick Krivanka, Executive Director
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“I will restore you to health and heal
your wounds” declares the Lord.
- Jeremiah 30:17

A year of growing
in faith and remembering
what truly matters
by Matt Pullar

I am grateful to have this
opportunity to share
my experience on the
difference JRC has
made in my life, and
how it has impacted my
relationship with God.
Normally this time of year, I’m working with my
friend, spiritual director, and co-host, Bob Linton
in planning the annual JRC Rosary Hall Retreat.
We are usually having lunch at The Harp,
exploring the theme, speakers, guest list, and
discussing the spiritual magic that happens at this
sacred place. The weekend is full of meaningful
small group discussions, quiet time in prayer and
reflection, tears, and epic laughter and fellowship.
Engaging in the retreat experience at JRC serves
as what I have come to refer to as my annual
“portfolio rebalance” using an image from my
lifework. It is the time of year when I take inventory
of what matters most in my life and focus on the
necessary corrections in the course of my life.
The best way to sum up the paradigm shift that
has happened in my life as the result of my
experience with JRC is this: Faith used to be
something that would be wedged into my
crowded life. Today, life revolves around my faith
and the goal of being of maximum service to God

and others. My engagement with the Ignatian
Spiritual Exercises and retreat experiences at JRC
have helped me to move in the right direction.
There is still much room for improvement. If you
ask my wife, Carly, she may share that my
‘maximum service’ focus doesn’t always translate
to the sink full of dirty dishes. However, she
would tell you I’m making progress, that I’m
a better husband and better father to our children.
One of my ongoing areas of progress continues
to be the balance of family and work. My email
and calendar can easily become cluttered with
things that don’t matter. However, occasionally,
God will give me a nudge and say “pay attention
to this opportunity” at JRC, a local treasure right in
our backyard. If you have not recently participated
in one of the diverse programs, retreats, or even
a walk on the beautiful grounds, I invite you to do
so. The passion, peace, and purpose that I have
been blessed with as the result of getting involved
at JRC is an experience I so want you and others
to have!
COVID-19 has provided a time for countless
people to find the ultimate rebalance in their lives
by rediscovering what matters most in their lives.
In my faith, family and lifework, it has provided
me with a new perspective. Instead of focusing on
what can’t be done during the pandemic, we have
been provided the opportunity to grow in our
faith, and to reach out to those around us and on
the margins who are truly suffering. As we begin
a new year, I invite you to pray and reflect upon
finding the ultimate rebalance needed in your
life, and welcome you to learn how JRC can be a
companion on your journey.
Matt is a JRC Board member & Vice-President,
Sequoia Financial Group
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PROGRAMS & RETREATS

JANUARY - MAY 2021

To register for any of the programs listed below,
please visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org or call 440-884-9300

1/9
2/13

60 MINUTES FROM BELFAST - A VIRTUAL EVENT

2/20

Saturday, February 20, 1:00 – 2:30pm
Presented by Kim Langley, M.Ed.

Joy and Happiness - Saturday, January 9 from 10:00 – 11:00am EST
Let Your Light Shine - Saturday, February 13 from 10:00 – 11:00am EST

This day is designed to help caregivers, chaplains, Stephen’s ministers and all
who are past the first pain of bereavement (6 months or more since the loss).
Our focus will be on resilience in grief that is evidence based and data driven.
Participants will leave with many fresh ideas for how to improve coping skills
whether they are the bereaved, or the person who companions them. $25

Fr. Brendan McManus, SJ and Jim Deeds draw from their insights and wisdom
as facilitators, their books on Finding God in the Mess, and the participants’
experiences in prayer and discussion. Further sessions to be scheduled.
Pay what you can $10-$50

1/10 1/17

8-DAY INDIVIDUALLY DIRECTED RETREAT (IDR)
Sunday, January 10, 5:00pm − Sunday, January 17, 1:00pm

2/20 3/20

These retreats are ideal for anyone seeking to explore or deepen one’s relationship
with God and take the next step on one’s spiritual journey. You will be accompanied by a trained and certified spiritual director who will meet with you daily during
the retreat. Spiritual directors draw on a variety of resources in accompanying
retreatants, which may include Scripture, contemplative prayer, poetry and
music, and the wisdom of Ignatius from the Spiritual Exercises. $695

1/25

Monday, January 25, 7:00pm

1/30
2/27
3/27
4/24
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3/1

February 20 - March 20 (Orientation and Introduction – February 15th, 7pm)
Saturday Mornings: 10:00 – 11:30am (See website for more information)
Directed and Facilitated by JRC staff and retreat directors

WAY OF THE CROSS FOR THOSE IN RECOVERY
Monday, March 1, 7:00 – 8:30pm
Presented by Fr. Bob Kraig
Using his recently published booklet on the Stations of the Cross dedicated to
the Jack Mulhall Center, Fr. Bob will lead us in praying the Stations of the Cross.
The evening will include a visual presentation of each Station as well as personal
reflections by members of the recovery community on the meaning of different
Stations in their lives. All members of the recovery community are invited as well
as their families and friends. FREE

FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY: VIRTUAL PROGRAM
THE EASTER MYSTERIES WITH BEATRICE BRUTEAU
Saturdays, 9:00am – 12:00pm. January 30, February 27, March 27, April 24
Facilitated by Martha Campbell, M.A., Psy.D.
This program is for Spiritual Directors, Retreat Leaders, Pastoral Ministers and
those who have made the full Spiritual Exercises. These four study / prayer
sessions are timed to coincide with the celebration of the Easter Mysteries
and are designed to enrich our personal spiritual deepening for ministry. Our
gatherings will include prayer (silent and communal), input, and faith-sharing,
based on our prayerful reading of the text. See our website for more details.
$120 due by January 30th, 2021

FIRST SPIRITUAL EXERCISES: FINDING LOVE IN DARKNESS AND LIGHT
VIRTUAL PROGRAM

In his radically innovative book, “The First Spiritual Exercises”, Australian Jesuit
retreat director Michael Hansen, SJ, presents four different retreats on inner
peace. Each four-week retreat involves a commitment to 40-50 minutes a day of
structured prayer from Monday to Thursday and a weekend exercise. Retreatants
meet weekly (via Zoom) during the retreat to receive guidance from the retreat
leaders and to share their experience in small group spiritual conversation with
facilitators. $100

CINEMA AND CONVERSATION: THE VISITOR
Join us at Jesuit Retreat Center on the 4th Monday of each month for films that
inspire and entertain. After each movie, there will be time for conversation and
questions. We begin in January with the 2008 movie, The Visitor. Due to COVID
social distancing, please make a reservation and wear a mask. Free Will Offering

SEND MY ROOTS RAIN - VIRTUAL PROGRAM

3/123/14

MEN’S LENTEN RETREAT
Friday, March 12, 5:30pm – Sunday, March 14, 11:00am
Presented by Fr. Greg Hyde, SJ
Join Fr. Greg Hyde, SJ, retreat director and facilitator, for two days of prayer,
reflection and presentations. See website for more details. $180
5

Spiritual Direction at JRC

PROGRAMS & RETREATS

Spiritual Direction is a ministry of holy listening in which a
person meets with a director on a regular basis. Spiritual
directors accompany individuals on their spiritual journey as it
unfolds in the individual’s life and circumstances, helping them
discern God’s invitation(s), and uncover what may promote or
inhibit their growth in God. All spiritual directors affiliated with
JRC are certified and many have been trained through the
Ignatian Spirituality Institute at John Carroll University.

To register for any of the programs listed below,
please visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org or call 440-884-9300
3/193/21

WOMEN’S LENTEN RETREAT

If you wish to discuss spiritual direction or be placed in contact
with our coordinator of Spiritual Directors, please contact Bill
Hobbs (bhobbs@jesuitretreatcenter.org). Directors may meet
with individuals at JRC or other mutually agreeable location.

Friday, March 19, 5:30pm – Sunday, March 21, 11:00am
Presented by Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, SC
Join Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, SC, retreat director and facilitator, for two days of
prayer, reflection and presentations. See website for more details. $180

3/263/28

3/294/2

SR. IGNATIA AA WOMEN’S RETREAT
Friday, March 26, 5:30pm – Sunday, March 28, 11:00am
Presented by Diane Garrity, Katy Levis, Debbie O’Connor, Madeleine Standley
It’s Spring and once again we get the opportunity to gather for the Sister Ignatia
Woman’s AA Retreat. This year we take a deep dive into the third line of our
beloved Serenity Prayer. See website for more details. $180

Since 1898, the grounds of Jesuit Retreat Center have provided spiritual peace
for people looking to deepen their relationship with God. Now, perhaps more
than ever, the sacred space of JRC is a vital gift to Northeast Ohio.

HOLY WEEK INDIVIDUALLY DIRECTED RETREAT AND DAYS OF PRAYER

Individually Directed Retreats are a time of sacred silence, an invitation to
step away from the pressures and demands of daily responsibilities, and an
opportunity for sustained personal prayer. These retreats are ideal for anyone
seeking to explore or deepen one’s relationship with God and take the next
step in his or her spiritual journey.

Monday, March 29, 5:30pm dinner – Friday, April 2, 1:00pm after lunch
In these days of preparation for the Triduum – the holy days of the Paschal
Celebration, you are invited to spend some time away in prayer, to “enter into
the desert.” Jesuit Retreat Center will be offering individually directed retreats
during Holy Week. Come for a five-day silent retreat with spiritual direction.
Cost includes room, meals and spiritual direction. There will also be days of
private prayer and reflection on Holy Thursday (April 1) and Good Friday
(April 2) from 9am to 3pm (free will offering). $450

5/35/7

SHARED GRACES RETREAT:
ROOTED IN THE GRACES OF THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES
Monday, May 3, 2:00pm – Friday, May 7, 1:00pm
Limited to 20 participants
The Shared Graces Retreat focuses on the graces of gratitude, healing, call, and
co-laboring. The retreat format combines presentation, spiritual conversation/
direction, silent prayer and reflection, and group faith sharing. See website for
more details. $450 in person (private room with bathroom), $225 virtual option
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IDRs and Private Retreats

PRE-CANA DAYS

MORNING PRAYER FOR WOMEN

January 24, February 21, March 21,
April 18, May 16, June 13, July 18
12:45 – 7:30pm
$100/couple

Monthly on Monday mornings
9:30 – 11:00am
$10
See website for details

See our currently scheduled IDRs or contact us at
www.jesuitretreatcenter.org

Recovery Retreats at JRC
Jesuit Retreat Center has been a sanctuary for those walking the steps of
recovery since Alcoholics Anonymous was founded in nearby Akron, Ohio
in 1935.
A Recovery Retreat at Jesuit Retreat Center is a time to nurture
your serenity and find the strength to work the steps of recovery.
The weekend includes presentations and 5 meals.
See our currently scheduled Recovery Retreats at
www.jesuitretreatcenter.org
Limited scholarship assistance is available.
Email Bill Hobbs at bhobbs@jesuitretreatcenter.org for more information.
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5629 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
(440) 884-9300
www.jesuitretreatcenter.org

Ways to Give
Your support of Jesuit Retreat Center enables us to continue our 123 year legacy of being a place of peace for all who
come here.
Visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org/support-us/donate to make a recurring or one-time donation towards our
Annual Fund or our new Arrupe Fund, which provides financial assistance for those in need who attend our retreats.
Contact Amanda Zima at azima@jesuitretreatcenter.org or 440.884.9300 Ext 322 for more information.

In Loving Memory
In a special way we remember our friends who have gone home to the Lord. We remember & pray for Ignatius Comella,
Evelyn Hayes, Joanna Hribar, Ann Kuzda, Loretta Paskert, Joan Rawlings, Fr. Gerald Sabo, SJ, Don Schuele, Eugene Skerl,
Thomas Sullivan and Marty Walsh. Please let us know when you lose a loved one, and we will add them to our prayer intentions.

Prayer Requests
You are always welcome to send us your prayer requests via our website: www.jesuitretreatcenter.org/prayer-requests

Our Mission

JRC Annual Fundraiser on May 14, 2021

Jesuit Retreat Center
provides opportunities
for reflection, prayer,
and discernment,

We so hoped that we would be able to gather in-person for our annual
fundraising event in May 2021. However, with the ongoing pandemic,
Jesuit Retreat Center is working once again to adapt Hearts on Fire,
in the spirit of Rekindling the Fire, our recent virtual event, and
provide an evening of inspiring spirituality and meaningful connection
in another creative virtual way.

Rooted in the Gospel
of Jesus Christ,
Inspired by the
spirituality of
St. Ignatius,
Centered in a beautiful
sacred setting,
To help all people
respond to God’s
loving invitation
into their lives.

We also need to plan the best way and time to recognize and
honor the Ignatian Spirituality Awardees originally planned for May
of 2020: Jean Sullivan, Fr. John Vrana, and Fr. Jim Von Tobel, SJ
(posthumously).
More details to follow.

